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Examiner’s Amendment 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. William Bollman on April 11, 2001. 

The application has been arrffnded^s follows: 

Claim"697original), line 1 1 : after "pulse”, the following has been added 

■ » 1 i I.. ■■■ — i I.. i « i. ■ .I. i ■ - 

/ whereby a laser pu sp> is delivered which is low power at said tissu 



Claim 53 (original), line 2: “48” has been replaced with -69 — 

Claim 53 (original): the subject matter of line 3 has been deleted and replaced 


with the following. -Jfcaid pulse delivered at said tissue has an energy of 10 mJ per pulse 


sss 

irisi! 





Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: this 
supplemental examiner’s amendment addresses an error in the previous Office action 
mailed February 26, 2001. In the February 26, 2001 communication (Notice of 


Allowability), the examiner mistakenly indicated that all the claims recited a laser having 
an energy level of no greater than 10 mJ per pulse. Claim 69 had no such limitation. In 
further considering the prosecution history, the examiner has deemed that the inclusion 
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of the particular energy level of the laser pulse is not necessary in the claims to avoid a 
recapture issue. However, claim 1 of the '679 patent had been amended to specifically 
recite a “low power laser”, and that subject matter must be present in the instant claims 
to avoid recapture. As such, claim 69 has been amended to specifically include this 
subject matter. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Peffley whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
4305. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00-4:30), alternate Fridays off. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s 
jM. supervisor, Linda M Dvorak can be reached on (703) 308-0994. The fax phone 

|rA 

O numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 

jU 

305-3590 for regular communications and (703) 305-3590 for After Final 


communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 


0858. 
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